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An Anecdote from History and Archeology :

PHETCHABURI FORTRESS,
NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

In 2018, the 1% Regional Office of Fine Arts, Ratchaburi was notified that
traces of ancient bricks were discovered along the roadside behind
St. Joseph School in the area of Chong Sakae Sub-district, Muang District,
Phetchaburi Province. After inspected the area, traces of buildings were found as
well as pieces of laterite, and bricks. When checking old documents, it was learned
this area was part of the eastern city wall of Phetchaburi. With permission from
the owners/occupants and Chong Sakae Sub-district Administrative Organization,
an archaeological excavation then took place in the year 2020. The results of the
operation disclosed the building line was assumed to be a fortress. Unfortunately,
the excavation can be performed only half of the area. The 1™ Regional Office of
Fine Arts Ratchaburi, therefore, held a public hearing for local opinions.
As agreed upon, they wanted to uplift the project aiming at learning history and
local archaeology by preservation and development of Petchaburi fortress as
part of the learning source but asked to complete the excavation. The excavation
operation in Phase 2, 2021, had therefore begun within the permitted area.
After the excavation was completed, from evidence analysis and the preliminary
assumption indicated the archeological site found is the fortress on the eastern
side of Phetchaburi in an arrowhead shape, 19-20 meters wide on each side,
presumably built in Ayutthaya period, at least around the 19" Buddhist century.
This fortress could be used as a fortress for observing the eastern side of
Phetchaburi because it is not a large one.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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